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Abstract

This study employs narrative analysis to examine collaborative initiatives supporting
the development of thematic communities in Malang City, Indonesia. Drawing on the
experiences of government officials, community members, and NGO representatives, the
research highlights the importance of participatory governance, community
engagement, and the unique features of thematic villages in advancing sustainable local
development. Cases such as Kampung Sanan, known for tempeh production, and
Kampung Heritage Kayutangan, valued for its cultural and historical significance,
illustrate how local innovation and identity can empower communities and boost
tourism. Thematic village development aligns with the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), particularly Goal 1 (No Poverty), by fostering inclusive economic opportunities.
However, challenges such as limited stakeholder engagement, power imbalances, and
the marginalisation of vulnerable groups may hinder progress towards Goal 5 (Gender
Equality) and Goal 10 (Reduced Inequalities). Ecological sustainability is also central to
the approach, especially regarding Goal 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities) and
Goal 13 (Climate Action). The findings suggest that effective coordination, strong
political support, and inclusive participation are vital to improving quality of life and
local income. This study offers practical insights and policy recommendations for
strengthening collaborative frameworks that promote sustainable and inclusive
thematic village development.
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Introduction

Thematic village development has emerged as an innovative approach to rural
development, particularly in the Global South. To promote sustainable progress, this
framework highlights the importance of democratic governance, community
engagement, and the integration of local cultural and historical assets. Recent studies
indicate that thematic villages have effectively addressed environmental challenges,
fostered social cohesion, and strengthened local economies (Akther & Evans, 2024; Sou,
2019). These studies underscore the relevance of adaptive governance, which
encourages stakeholder collaboration and enables local communities to take
responsibility for their development (Akther & Evans, 2024). However, the
implementation of such principles is often hindered by power imbalances, inadequate
stakeholder engagement, and limited resources (Arko, 2019; Okunola, 2024; Sierra &
Suarez-Collado, 2021).

Thematic communities represent a viable paradigm for rural transformation,
focusing on specific cultural, environmental, or economic themes to reinforce community
identity and attract tourism. Sustainability can be enhanced by integrating various
development components, including economic viability, environmental stewardship, and
social cohesion (Goutte & Sanin, 2024; Roseland, 2000; Winston, 2022). In pursuit of
distinctive value propositions that foster community pride and unity while strengthening
local economies, several villages in Malang City have adopted thematic strategies such as
agro-tourism, cultural heritage, and ecotourism.

Thematic villages serve as a key strategy for enhancing tourism in Malang City while
simultaneously empowering local residents. These villages offer unique and appealing
destinations that blend local culture, history, and innovation. Successful examples include
Kampung Sanan, renowned for its tempeh production, and Kampung Heritage
Kayutangan, noted for its historical relevance. These achievements are the outcome of
intricate collaboration among diverse stakeholders, including government institutions,
academia, and local communities.

Thematic communities in Malang are being developed with overarching
sustainability goals, particularly focusing on waste management and environmental
conservation. Recent studies suggest that initiatives such as recycling and renewable
energy projects can significantly improve local environmental conditions while
generating economic benefits through community-led waste management (Ariztia &
Araneda, 2022; Caldera et al,, 2019; Hariram et al., 2023). The 3P (People, Profit, Planet)
framework in waste management illustrates how integrated efforts can yield economic,
social, and environmental advantages through collaborative community engagement
(Hariram et al., 2023).

Empowering communities in Malang through collaborative strategies involves a
multifaceted approach that includes sustainable practices, community involvement, and
supportive governmental policy. By fostering cross-sectoral collaboration and
integrating community-driven initiatives, Malang City can address pressing urban issues
and enhance the well-being of its residents.
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Thematic village development in Malang City represents a collaborative initiative
that supports community empowerment. These villages aim to promote sustainable
development and participatory engagement by highlighting distinctive cultural, social,
and economic attributes. This approach aligns with the core objectives of community
empowerment, which emphasise the active involvement of local populations in shaping
development processes that directly affect their lives.

One critical strategy in empowering thematic village residents involves leveraging
local resources, particularly through ecotourism. Participatory approaches play a pivotal
role in promoting ecotourism in Kampung Bumiaji, where cultural heritage and
accessibility attract tourists while supporting the local economy (Priambodo et al., 2022).
These participatory efforts enhance social cohesion and economic vitality by promoting
local crafts and generating employment. Furthermore, stakeholder involvement and the
development of tourism itineraries are essential components of rural tourism recovery
strategies that can revitalise village economies (Briedenhann & Wickens, 2004; Rindrasih
etal.,, 2024).

Current research reveals significant gaps in wunderstanding participatory
governance and thematic village development in the Global South. While many studies
highlight the importance of community participation, comprehensive research remains
scarce on the specific factors that facilitate or hinder effective stakeholder collaboration
(Bobkova, 2020; Font et al., 2018). There is also a lack of research on the role of local
governance frameworks in promoting collaborative activities, particularly in the context
of adaptive governance and its implications for rural development (Du Plessis, 2017;
Zevallos, 2024). Moreover, more rigorous assessments are required to consider the socio-
political dynamics influencing participation, especially in regions marked by historical
injustices and power imbalances (Goldin, 2013; Walch, 2019). The potential contribution
of these initiatives towards broader sustainability objectives has not been thoroughly
examined, especially in relation to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (Kemerink
et al.,, 2013; Ryan, 2023).

The establishment of thematic villages in Malang City presents both opportunities
and challenges in relation to the SDGs. These initiatives have the potential to contribute
to Goal 1 (No Poverty) by enhancing economic opportunities and livelihoods through
tourism and community participation (Lee et al, 2023; Pasanchay & Schott, 2021).
However, insufficient stakeholder involvement, power imbalances, and the
marginalisation of vulnerable groups often undermine programme effectiveness,
hindering progress towards Goal 5 (Gender Equality) and Goal 10 (Reduced Inequalities)
(Unanka et al., 2020; Touchton et al.,, 2021).

Ecological sustainability is also central to the thematic village approach, particularly
concerning Goal 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities) and Goal 13 (Climate Action).
Addressing issues such as environmental degradation, resource depletion, and waste
management is crucial to preserving the region’s ecological integrity (Yang & Solangi,
2024). To overcome these challenges and advance sustainable development in Malang
and similar regions of the Global South, it is vital to embed adaptive governance
principles and participatory methodologies.
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Collaboration is the cornerstone of thematic village development. Common goals—
including enhancing tourism appeal, promoting local economic growth, and improving
community well-being—are achieved through multi-stakeholder collaboration. These
partnerships involve coordinating actions, exchanging information, sharing resources,
and building community capacity (Grootjans et al., 2022; Quaranta et al., 2016). Thus, it
is essential to thoroughly understand the dynamics of collaboration and how
collaborative actions influence outcomes.

A review of the literature on collaboration reveals that the process may be
conceptualised through sequential stages: problem identification, agenda setting,
implementation, and evaluation. However, this linear view fails to capture the realities of
field-level dynamics. Collaboration is iterative and cyclical, comprising three interrelated
elements: principled engagement, shared motivation, and joint capacity for action
(Emerson & Nabatchi, 2015). This suggests that collaboration is neither sequential nor
static but instead involves dynamic, ongoing interactions among multiple actors. The
Collaborative Governance framework highlights collaborative actions as its central
feature. Despite extensive research on collaboration, the specific actions undertaken
within collaborative efforts are often overlooked (Thomas & Koontz, 2011). Innes and
Booher (2010) argue that collaborative actions are not simply the endpoint of a linear
process but are integrally tied to the process itself.

Collaborative partnerships operate at different levels—from basic networks
focused on information exchange to advanced cooperation involving resource-sharing
and capacity-building (Muluk & Winoto, 2018; Roberts, 2009). The characteristics and
degrees of commitment in networking, coordination, cooperation, and collaboration
significantly influence partnership effectiveness and success. This study explores the
narratives, perspectives, and experiences of key actors involved in thematic village
development in Malang City. Using a narrative analysis approach, this research seeks to
uncover deeper insights into the collaborative process, the challenges faced, and the
outcomes achieved. Interviews will be conducted with academics, government officials,
and community members to identify core themes and narrative patterns that reveal the
nature of collaboration. The study aims to contribute to a richer understanding of
collaboration and how it can be optimised for the future development of sustainable
thematic villages.

Research Methods

This study adopts a narrative analysis approach to explore the development of
thematic villages in Malang City. Through this method, the narratives, perspectives, and
lived experiences of key stakeholders—including community members, administrators,
and academics—are critically examined. Narrative analysis enables researchers to
uncover how individuals interpret their roles, challenges, and contributions in
development processes, offering rich, context-specific insights.

As a qualitative methodology within the social sciences, narrative analysis
foregrounds personal accounts as a means of understanding human experience (De Fina,
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2021; Khoa et al.,, 2023). These narratives illuminate how identities and perspectives are
shaped, negotiated, and expressed through social interaction and everyday practice
(Brown, 2006; Langellier, 1989; McAdams & McLean, 2013). By focusing on individual
stories, this approach reveals the underlying meanings and dynamics embedded in
community engagement and collaborative governance.

This narrative approach is embedded within a qualitative research design grounded
in a constructivist paradigm, which views knowledge as context-dependent and socially
constructed through interaction. This framework is particularly appropriate for
investigating the lived experiences of community members involved in thematic village
development, as it allows for the exploration of how meaning is co-produced through
dialogue and practice.

The study involved various stakeholders, including academics engaged in
development initiatives, village administrators, and residents of thematic villages.
Participants were selected based on their direct involvement in the thematic village
development process and the specific roles they played, thereby ensuring a diverse and
rich set of perspectives. The research aims to explore the dynamics of thematic village
development, including the challenges encountered and the successes achieved
throughout the process.

Semi-structured in-depth interviews were employed as the primary data collection
method. This technique was chosen to allow participants to express their experiences in
a detailed and open manner. Semi-structured interviews are particularly effective in
eliciting in-depth and contextualised information, enabling researchers to probe
meaningful aspects of stakeholders’ narratives without being constrained by a rigid
question structure.

Following data collection, the interviews were transcribed and subjected to
narrative thematic analysis. The first step in the analytical process involved identifying
key themes that emerged from participants’ stories. These themes were shaped by
personal experiences, significant events, and challenges faced during the development of
thematic villages. These insights were then categorised into broader thematic groupings.

The researchers examined the narrative patterns that emerged from the data. These
patterns reflect critical moments, collective experiences, or significant events that were
highly valued by stakeholders (Brown & Thompson, 2013; Picavet et al.,, 2023). By
situating each narrative within the informant’s social and cultural context, the analysis
yielded a comprehensive understanding of how thematic villages have evolved from
multiple perspectives.

To ensure data validity, source triangulation was employed. This involved
comparing the narratives from a variety of stakeholders to identify similarities and
differences in their accounts. In addition, the researchers confirmed their interpretations
by revisiting interview findings with the informants, ensuring that the intended meanings
were accurately represented.

The findings of this study are presented as key themes and narrative patterns
drawn from stakeholder accounts, with a particular emphasis on their lived experiences
and collaborative efforts in developing thematic villages in Malang City.
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Results and Discussion
Inter-Village Collaboration in Thematic Village Development

The effective implementation of thematic village activities depends on inter-village
collaboration. Such cooperation is vital for the success of thematic village initiatives
(Kasumaningrum et al, 2024). Cross-sector collaboration among state-owned
enterprises, regionally owned enterprises, and community self-help groups can
significantly enhance the capacity of village-owned enterprises to address local economic
challenges and foster innovation (Kasumaningrum et al, 2024). This collaborative
framework is essential for ensuring the effective participation of both government and
community actors, as it promotes a culture of mutual respect and trust while facilitating
resource sharing (Bisri et al., 2023; Dhewanto et al., 2020).

Furthermore, the concept of collaborative governance plays a central role in rural
development. Establishing mutual respect and clear communication among individuals
and organisations is a prerequisite for effective collaboration, requiring the commitment
of all involved parties (Bisri et al.,, 2023). Incorporating all stakeholders in governance
processes enhances the overall efficacy of collaborative efforts, ensuring that every
perspective is acknowledged and potential conflicts are mitigated (Akbar et al., 2020).
This inclusive approach is crucial to the sustainability of thematic village initiatives, as it
cultivates a sense of accountability and ownership among community members.

Collaboration between villages in Malang City has had a substantial impact on the
development of thematic villages. Interviews confirmed that Kampung Sanan, Kampung
Heritage Kayutangan, and Kampung Biru Jodipan exemplify how inter-village
collaboration can generate strong synergy, despite differences in thematic focus and
challenges encountered. In-depth interviews revealed that Kampung Sanan, well known
for its tempeh production, has garnered public attention—including visits by notable
figures such as Sandiaga Uno—demonstrating the positive outcomes of effective
collaboration.

An interview with Mr Joko, an administrator of Kampung Sanan, revealed that the
village’s visibility has significantly improved due to government support and
collaboration with neighbouring villages. Mr Joko stated, “We derive genuine advantages
from this collaboration, particularly when we receive assistance in the form of significant
events that involve other villages. It is not merely a matter of promoting our tempeh; it is
also about cultivating a mutually supportive ecosystem.” This testimony illustrates the
tangible benefits of sustained inter-village collaboration.

However, collaboration is not always a smooth process. A major challenge lies in the
differing mindsets and priorities among villages. Kampung Biru Jodipan, for instance, is
more commercially oriented, while Kampung Sanan is focused on tempeh production.
These differences sometimes hinder joint decision-making. Nevertheless, collaborative
initiatives—such as thematic village competitions, joint promotions, and the organisation
of major events—have proven instrumental in generating positive synergy. For example,
the annual thematic village competition initiated by the local government motivates
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villages to showcase their unique strengths, including cultural heritage, artistic
expression, and environmental cleanliness.

Collaboration between villages also involves coordination among local leaders and
administrators, who facilitate the exchange of ideas, resources, and strategies to enhance
the appeal of each village. This fosters a sense of solidarity and strengthens social bonds.
The spirit of “Together We Can” encapsulates this ethos, wherein each village supports
the others to achieve shared progress. A clear outcome of such collaboration is the
increase in tourism visits following the COVID-19 pandemic—especially to Kampung
Sanan, which now attracts visitors from both within and outside the country.

Nonetheless, interviews revealed structural obstacles to collaboration, particularly
regarding written documentation and planning. Ms Sari, from Kampung Heritage
Kayutangan, noted: “We often have difficulties in documentation and planning. This
makes us feel like we do not have a strong foundation for greater collaboration.” Her
remarks underscore the importance of institutional support in facilitating sustainable
cooperation. They also highlight that collaboration must be supported by robust
administrative structures, not merely technical coordination. Academics play a key role
in assisting these villages, not through direct funding but through knowledge transfer,
strategic planning, and capacity-building—contributions that are vital to the long-term
sustainability of thematic villages.

In addition, collaboration with external actors, particularly private institutions
through Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) has not been fully optimised. One
significant barrier is the lack of legal status in several villages, which hinders their ability
to secure substantial financial support from external sources. For example, Kampung
Kayutangan still relies on community self-help and visitor contributions to maintain its
operations, posing a long-term sustainability challenge. This case further illustrates the
importance of academic collaboration in building a stronger institutional foundation
through data-driven planning and management.

The development of thematic villages in Malang City involves not only the Tourism
Agency but also other governmental bodies such as the Environmental Agency and the
Regional Development Planning Agency, which are responsible for sanitation and long-
term planning. The involvement of these agencies highlights the necessity of a cross-
sectoral approach to thematic village development, encouraging villages to raise their
managerial standards and learn from each other.

However, several interviews also revealed tensions between local initiatives and
municipal government policies. Key actors involved in thematic village development
expressed frustration over the lack of formal recognition from the city government,
despite their achievements and ongoing collaboration with universities and international
partners. This experience demonstrates that effective collaboration is not confined to the
local level; rather, it should involve external stakeholders who can offer technical
knowledge, innovation, and institutional support.

Collaborative efforts involving universities, provincial governments, ministries, and
the private sector have shown promising results in other regions, such as Tangerang,
Lumajang, and Madiun. Villages that have adopted this multi-actor approach have
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achieved notable transformation, positioning themselves as models for sustainable
thematic village development. Overall, the experience of Malang City demonstrates that,
despite differences in thematic focus, effective collaboration can significantly enhance
local potential and produce meaningful social and economic impacts for the wider
community.

Community and Government Roles in Thematic Village Development

Community-driven initiatives are vital to the successful development of thematic
villages. Grassroots movements empower local residents by enabling them to take
responsibility for environmental conservation efforts (Weber, 2000). These initiatives
often lead to sustainable practices and enhanced environmental justice, shaped and
sustained by the active participation of community members (Agyeman et al., 2016).
Residents’ engagement in designing solutions tailored to their local context fosters a
strong sense of ownership and long-term commitment.

Moreover, incorporating media into community empowerment efforts has shown
how information dissemination can strengthen stakeholder collaboration and raise
environmental awareness (Pujihartati, 2023). Media platforms help bridge the gap
between communities and government programmes, increasing the community’s
capacity to articulate and advocate for their needs and interests.

Thematic villages in Malang City have emerged through dynamic interactions
between community initiatives and government support. Interviews with various
stakeholders reveal the distinct yet interconnected roles of each party. Kampung Sanan
offers a compelling example of progress driven by community initiative. In an interview,
Ms Rini, a resident of Kampung Sanan who is actively involved, stated, “We started from
the ground up. We submitted a grant proposal and raised funds to procure tempeh
production equipment. We did not rely exclusively on the government; we made a
concerted effort to improve our circumstances.” This account reflects a grassroots-led
transformation, rooted in internal collaboration and independence.

In contrast, government assistance arrived later in the case of Kampung
Kayutangan. Mr Agus, a community leader, explained, “Government support was only
perceived after we had successfully demonstrated our tourism potential.” Infrastructure
improvements, such as toilet and hydrant installations, proved valuable during periods
of increased visitor traffic. This highlights the government’s essential role in supporting
infrastructure that facilitates tourism growth. Together, these cases demonstrate the dual
impact of community initiative and governmental support on thematic village
development in Malang City.

The main driver of success remains the active participation of the community, as
consistently shown in both the findings and interviews. While government support
though occasionally delayed, contributes to sustainability and tourism appeal, the
synergy between the two is not always seamless. In some cases, such as Kampung
Kayutangan, residents expressed concern over their limited autonomy in managing
village affairs. Responsibilities related to public facilities, including parking areas and
trading zones, remain under the authority of various government agencies, often without
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coordination with the local community. This lack of clarity hinders effective village
management. Ms Siti, the administrator of Kampung Kayutangan, noted, “The absence of
government coordination presents us with challenges in the management of public
facilities. This occasionally leads us to believe that we are being impeded by complex
bureaucracy.” Her statement underscores how disjointed relations between community
and government actors may obstruct independent local governance.

On the other hand, Mr Andi from the Tourism Office acknowledged, “We realise that
community initiatives often precede government support. We are trying to be more
responsive and support them in promotional programmes.” This statement suggests that,
despite challenges, constructive synergy remains possible, with government bodies
gradually aligning themselves to better support local efforts.

One example of such synergy can be seen in the inclusion of artisans from Kampung
Sanan in international events organised by the government, giving them an opportunity
to promote local products to a global audience. This instance reflects how collaborative
efforts between community and government can still produce mutually beneficial
outcomes, even when tensions exist.

In many cases, community efforts precede governmental action. For instance, the
initial development of Kampung Kayutangan was driven by local residents, with
government attention and support arriving only after a rise in visitor numbers. These
examples confirm that, while government involvement is valuable, the foundation of
thematic village development often lies in grassroots efforts. As Ms Rini from Kampung
Sanan concluded, “Our initiative demonstrates that, despite the significance of
government support, our initial success is the outcome of our efforts.” Her words
reinforce the critical role of community agency in initiating and sustaining development.

The findings of this study confirm that community initiatives are central to the
development of thematic villages, while government support can enhance and expand
these efforts. However, for long-term success, improved coordination between the two is
essential. A clearer recognition of the community’s contribution, along with stronger
institutional support, would enable Malang City’s thematic village model to serve as an
example of inclusive tourism development and sustainable community empowerment.

Socioeconomic Impact of Thematic Villages

Thematic village development has become a crucial strategy for driving social and
economic transformation in rural areas. This approach highlights the importance of
active community engagement in utilising local capacities to address pressing issues such
as poverty and underdevelopment. Thematic villages—defined by their focus on specific
themes or local resources—have shown the potential to empower communities both
socially and economically, contributing to sustainable development outcomes.

Community engagement plays a pivotal role in the success of thematic village
development. Ngabiyanto et al. (2019) show that the thematic village model in Semarang
has effectively involved residents in development processes, alleviating poverty and
improving infrastructure. Similarly, Lukesch et al. (2020) demonstrate how the Village
Law has encouraged visionary leadership and social transformation through

Journal of Contemporary Governance and Public Policy 31



institutionalised governance, aligning with this participatory approach. Integrating
community voices into decision-making processes not only strengthens the
developmental agenda but also fosters greater social cohesion within villages.

Transformational leadership is also indispensable for achieving the goals of
thematic village initiatives. Safaruddin et al. (2023) assert that the Village-Level
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) can only be realised through strong leadership
that motivates community participation in development. Effendi et al. (2023) further
stress the importance of managing village assets by integrating economic, social, and
ecological resources, supported by collective community efforts.

In Malang City, thematic village development has generated significant impacts on
both the social and economic wellbeing of local communities. As demonstrated by the
experiences of Kampung Heritage Kayutangan and Kampung Sanan, strong partnerships
between the community and government have enabled meaningful transformation in
both spheres.

The rapid growth of the tempeh industry in Kampung Sanan exemplifies economic
transformation. The village has become a central hub for tempeh production in Malang,
with over 536 artisans processing 30-40 tonnes of soybeans daily. Ms Rini, a tempeh
producer in Sanan, shared: “Previously, we produced tempeh only for personal
consumption; now we produce large quantities for both domestic and international
markets. Our income has increased, especially with the rise in visitors during the tempeh
culinary festival.” This initiative, which gained recognition from the Indonesian World
Record Museum, not only strengthened local identity but also expanded the village’s
economic reach through tourism.

Kampung Heritage Kayutangan, despite initial limitations, has evolved into a
vibrant cultural centre. Events such as the Padang Bulan Festival and thematic village
competitions have drawn thousands of visitors monthly. Mr Agus, a community leader,
explained, “Our village gained recognition despite having limited facilities at the start. Our
creative cultural events have had a significant positive impact.” These experiences
illustrate how cultural innovation can drive tourism-based economic growth.

Thematic village development has also prompted social transformation,
particularly in environmental behaviour. In both Kampung Sanan and Kampung Heritage
Kayutangan, residents have become more attentive to sanitation and environmental
aesthetics. Ms Siti from Kayutangan remarked, “Previously, we did not prioritise
cleanliness, but now we collaborate to maintain our surroundings. Planting decorative
plants and maintaining sanitation have become part of our daily routine.” These changes
reflect increased environmental awareness as a direct outcome of thematic village
initiatives.

Economic transformation is further evident in the growth of tourism-related
income and the creative economy. In Kampung Heritage Kayutangan, a visitor
contribution system of IDR 5,000 per person was introduced in the first year. These funds
are managed by the community to improve tourism facilities, demonstrating an effective
community-based financial system. In Kampung Sanan, tempeh products have reached
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international markets, including Singapore. Government support in the form of
production facilities and skills training has further expanded economic opportunities.

Nonetheless, challenges remain—particularly in managing internal conflicts and
ensuring equitable benefit distribution. In Kayutangan, tensions have emerged between
local business actors located within the village and those situated at its entrance, due to
disparities in economic gains. Additionally, while government assistance in tourism
infrastructure is welcomed, it is still perceived as limited in terms of direct financial
support (Achmad et al., 2023; Geoffrey Deladem et al., 2021; Nguyen, 2021). Programmes
such as Kotaku, initially intended for slum improvement, have been repurposed to
support tourism infrastructure, though further efforts are needed to enhance strategic
collaboration between communities and government agencies.

The development of thematic villages in Malang City has substantially improved
community wellbeing—socially and economically. The rise in tourist arrivals and the
growth of small and medium enterprises (SMEs) have driven economic change, while
social transformation has occurred through improved environmental practices and
community involvement in tourism. The success of thematic villages depends on the
collaborative efforts of local communities, academic institutions, the private sector, and
government agencies. These transformations demonstrate that thematic villages are not
merely about tourism, but also about elevating the quality of life and fostering inclusive
community development.

Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that the development of thematic villages in
Malang City has had a significant impact on both social and economic aspects of
community life. The success of these initiatives can be attributed to the collaborative
efforts between government bodies, local communities, and individual villages.
Collaboration among villages such as Kampung Sanan, Kampung Heritage Kayutangan,
and Kampung Biru Jodipan has produced strong synergy, despite differences in thematic
focus and the challenges encountered. This synergy—manifested through joint
promotions and collaborative events—has enhanced the identity and attractiveness of
each village.

However, structural barriers remain, including differences in mindset and
limitations in documentation and planning. These issues must be addressed to fully
realise the potential of collaborative governance. Community initiatives have proven to
be the primary driving force behind thematic village development, as illustrated by the
case of Kampung Sanan. Although occasionally delayed, government support continues
to play a critical role, particularly in providing infrastructure and promotional backing.
Achieving sustainable outcomes requires the strengthening of synergy between
community-led initiatives and government support, alongside improved coordination.

Thematic village development has led to notable social and economic
transformation. The experiences of Kampung Sanan and Kampung Heritage Kayutangan
highlight the potential of local industries and cultural innovation to enhance quality of
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life and foster economic growth. Positive outcomes include increased income from
tourism and creative industries, as well as behavioural shifts towards improved
environmental cleanliness and aesthetic awareness. Nonetheless, challenges remain,
especially regarding internal conflict management and the need for more strategic and
integrated planning. These findings suggest that, while significant progress has been
made, further efforts are needed to strengthen collaboration and ensure the long-term
sustainability of thematic village development in Malang City.

Acknowledgements

The authors would like to express their sincere gratitude to Universitas Brawijaya,
Indonesia, for its academic support throughout the course of this study. Appreciation is
also extended to the research team for their dedication and collaborative efforts, which
greatly contributed to the completion of this work. Finally, the authors are deeply
thankful to all informants and community members who generously shared their time,
experiences, and insights during the data collection process.

References

Achmad, F., Prambudia, Y., & Rumanti, A. A. (2023). Improving Tourism Industry
Performance through Support System Facilities and Stakeholders: The Role of
Environmental Dynamism. Sustainability, 15(5), 4103.
https://doi.org/10.3390/su15054103

Agyeman, |, Schlosberg, D., Craven, L., & Matthews, C. (2016). Trends and Directions in
Environmental Justice: From Inequity to Everyday Life, Community, and Just
Sustainabilities. Annual Review of Environment and Resources, 41(1), 321-340.
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-environ-110615-090052

Akbar, A, Flacke, ]., Martinez, J., & van Maarseveen, M. F. A. M. (2020). Participatory
planning practice in rural Indonesia: A sustainable development goals-based
evaluation. Community Development, 51(3), 243-260.
https://doi.org/10.1080/15575330.2020.1765822

Akther, S., & Evans, ]. (2024). Emerging attributes of adaptive governance in the global
south. Frontiers in Environmental Science, 12.
https://doi.org/10.3389 /fenvs.2024.1372157

Ariztia, T., & Araneda, F. (2022). A “win-win formula:” environment and profit in circular
economy narratives of value. Consumption Markets & Culture, 25(2), 124-138.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10253866.2021.2019025

Arko, B. (2019). Understanding power asymmetry in participatory development spaces:
Insights from Ghana’s Decent Work Programme. Regional Studies, Regional Science,
6(1), 399-404. https://doi.org/10.1080/21681376.2019.1638298

Bisri, M. H., Sumartono, S., Muluk, M. R. K., & Wijaya, A. F. (2023). Context and Purpose of
Collaborative Governance in Rural Development in Joint Village-Owned Enterprises
(BUMDesma): Choice or Motivation? International Journal For Multidisciplinary
Research, 5(5). https://doi.org/10.36948/ijfmr.2023.v05i05.6796

34 Volume 6 Issue 1 April 2025



Bobkov4, ]. (2020). NGOs in Global Governance: Securing Role through Engagement at the
United Nations? (Case Study - Global Policy Forum). Central European Journal of
International and Security Studies, 14(1), 132-158.
https://doi.org/10.51870/CE]JISS.A140106

Briedenhann, ], & Wickens, E. (2004). Tourism routes as a tool for the economic
development of rural areas—vibrant hope or impossible dream? Tourism
Management, 25(1), 71-79. https://doi.org/10.1016/50261-5177(03)00063-3

Brown, A. D. (2006). A Narrative Approach to Collective Identities*. Journal of
Management  Studies, 43(4), 731-753. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-

6486.2006.00609.x
Brown, A. D., & Thompson, E. R. (2013). A narrative approach to strategy-as-practice.
Business History, 55(7), 1143-1167.

https://doi.org/10.1080,/00076791.2013.838031

Caldera, H. T. S,, Desha, C., & Dawes, L. (2019). Transforming manufacturing to be ‘good
for planet and people’, through enabling lean and green thinking in small and
medium-sized enterprises. Sustainable Earth, 2(1), 4,
https://doi.org/10.1186/s42055-019-0011-z

De Fina, A. (2021). Doing narrative analysis from a narratives-as-practices perspective.
Narrative Inquiry, 31(1), 49-71. https://doi.org/10.1075/ni.20067.def

Dhewanto, W., Ratnaningtyas, S., Permatasari, A., Anggadwita, G., & Prasetio, E. A. (2020).
Rural entrepreneurship: towards collaborative participative models for economic
sustainability. Entrepreneurship and Sustainability Issues, 8(1), 705-724.
https://doi.org/10.9770/jesi.2020.8.1(48)

Du Plessis, A. (2017). Public participation, Good Environmental Governance and
fulfilment of Environmental rights. Potchefstroom Electronic Law Journal, 11(2),
170-200. https://doi.org/10.17159/1727-3781/2008/v11i2a2762

Effendi, S. A. E., Sukoharsono, E. G. S., Purwanti, L. P., Rosidi, R., & Shaleh, K. S. (2023).
Ciburial Village Asset Management: An Integration Model of Economy, Social and
Ecological Resources. Proceedings of the 5th International Public Sector Conference,
IPSC 2023, October 10th-11th 2023, Bali, Indonesia. https://doi.org/10.4108/eai.10-
10-2023.2342537

Emerson, K, & Nabatchi, T. (2015). Evaluating the Productivity of Collaborative
Governance Regimes: A Performance Matrix. Public Performance & Management
Review, 38(4), 717-747. https://doi.org/10.1080/15309576.2015.1031016

Font, J., Smith, G., Galais, C., & Alarcon, P. (2018). Cherry-picking participation: Explaining
the fate of proposals from participatory processes. European Journal of Political
Research, 57(3), 615-636. https://doi.org/10.1111/1475-6765.12248

Geoffrey Deladem, T., Xiao, Z., Siueia, T. T., Doku, S., & Tettey, . (2021). Developing
sustainable tourism through public-private partnership to alleviate poverty in
Ghana. Tourist Studies, 21(2), 317-343.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1468797620955250

Goldin, J. (2013). From vagueness to precision: raising the volume on social issues for the
water sector. Water Policy, 15(2), 309-324. https://doi.org/10.2166/wp.2012.211

Goutte, S, & Sanin, M.-E. (2024). Main challenges regarding development and

Journal of Contemporary Governance and Public Policy 35



sustainability in economics and finance. Development and Sustainability in
Economics and Finance, 1, 100002. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dsef.2024.100002

Grootjans, S. ]J. M., Stijnen, M. M. N., Kroese, M. E. A. L., Ruwaard, D., & Jansen, M. W. |.
(2022). Collaborative governance at the start of an integrated community approach:
a case study. BMC Public Health, 22(1), 1013. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-022-
13354-y

Hariram, N. P., Mekha, K. B., Suganthan, V., & Sudhakar, K. (2023). Sustainalism: An
Integrated Socio-Economic-Environmental Model to Address Sustainable
Development and Sustainability. Sustainability, 15(13), 10682.
https://doi.org/10.3390/su151310682

Innes, ]. E., & Booher, D. E. (2010). Planning with complexity: An introduction to
collaborative rationality for public policy. Routledge.

Kasumaningrum, Y., Azis, Y., Saefullah, K., & Siregar, A. Y. M. (2024). Investigating the
Impact of Social Capital, Cross-Sector Collaboration, and Leadership on Social
Innovation in Rural Social Enterprises. Journal of Human, Earth, and Future, 5(1),
111-130. https://doi.org/10.28991/HEF-2024-05-01-09

Kemerink, J. S., Méndez, L. E., Ahlers, R., Wester, P., & van der Zaag, P. (2013). The question
of inclusion and representation in rural South Africa: challenging the concept of
water user associations as a vehicle for transformation. Water Policy, 15(2), 243-
257. https://doi.org/10.2166/wp.2012.127

Khoa, B. T., Hung, B. P., & Brahmi, M. H. (2023). Qualitative research in social sciences:
data collection, data analysis and report writing. International Journal of Public
Sector Performance Management, 12(1/2), 187-209.
https://doi.org/10.1504/1JPSPM.2023.132247

Langellier, K. M. (1989). Personal narratives: Perspectives on theory and research. Text
and Performance Quarterly, 9(4), 243-276.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10462938909365938

Lee, ], Kim, S., & Lee, J. (2023). Mutual efforts for mutual trust: Impacts of citizens’
knowledge and governmental communication channels on trust in participatory
budgeting. Journal of Public Affairs, 23(4). https://doi.org/10.1002/pa.2879

Lukesch, R., Ludvig, A,, Slee, B., Weiss, G., & Zivojinovic’, [. (2020). Social Innovation,
Societal Change, and the Role of Policies. Sustainability, 12(18), 7407.
https://doi.org/10.3390/su12187407

McAdams, D. P, & McLean, K. C. (2013). Narrative Identity. Current Directions in
Psychological Science, 22(3), 233-238.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0963721413475622

Muluk, M. R. K., & Winoto, S. (2018). Role of Research/Academic in Policy Formulation.
Jurnal Aplikasi Manajemen, 16(2), 285-292.
https://doi.org/10.21776/ub.jam.2018.016.02.11

Ngabiyanto, N., Susanti, M. H., & Setiajid, S. (2019). Empowering and Developing The
Local Potency Through Thematic Village in Semarang. Proceedings of the
International Conference on Rural Studies in Asia (ICoRSIA 2018).
https://doi.org/10.2991/icorsia-18.2019.2

Nguyen, Q. H. (2021). Impact of Investment in Tourism Infrastructure Development on

36 Volume 6 Issue 1 April 2025



Attracting International Visitors: A Nonlinear Panel ARDL Approach Using
Vietnam’s Data. Economies, 9(3), 131. https://doi.org/10.3390/economies9030131

0. Unanka, G., Igboeche-Onyenweigwe, P., & A. Ndoh, J. (2020). Bottom-Up Participatory
Governance and Sustainable Development: Perceptions in Nigerias Cross-Ethnic
States of Imo and Akwa-Ibom. International Journal of Advanced Research, 8(8),
131-140. https://doi.org/10.21474/1JAR01/11469

Okunola, O. H. (2024). Stakeholder engagement in disaster recovery: Insights into roles
and power dynamics from the Ahr Valley, Germany. International Journal of Disaster
Risk Reduction, 114, 104960. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2024.104960

Pasanchay, K., & Schott, C. (2021). Community-based tourism homestays’ capacity to
advance the Sustainable Development Goals: A holistic sustainable livelihood
perspective. Tourism Management Perspectives, 37, 100784.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tmp.2020.100784

Picavet, M. E. B., de Macedo, L. S. V., Bellezoni, R. A.,, & Puppim de Oliveira, J. A. (2023).
How can Transnational Municipal Networks foster local collaborative governance
regimes for environmental management? Environmental Management, 71(3), 505-
522. https://doi.org/10.1007 /s00267-022-01685-w

Priambodo, M. P., Wahjoedi, Ibnu Abbas, M. H., Yunikawati, N. A., & Prastiwi, L. F. (2022).
Strengthening village community empowerment by optimizing ecotourism with
participatory approach in Bumiaji. E3S Web of Conferences, 361, 03021.
https://doi.org/10.1051/e3sconf/202236103021

Pujihartati, S. H. (2023). Leveraging Media for Environmental Empowerment: A Study on
PT Indaco Warna Dunia’s CSR Initiatives in Fostering a Smart Society. E3S Web of
Conferences, 440, 02002. https://doi.org/10.1051/e3sconf/202344002002

Quaranta, G., Citro, E., & Salvia, R. (2016). Economic and Social Sustainable Synergies to
Promote Innovations in Rural Tourism and Local Development. Sustainability, 8(7),
668. https://doi.org/10.3390/su8070668

Rindrasih, E., Ratminto, Effendi, K. C., & Silviani, D. (2024). Expert perspectives on
disaster risk reduction strategies in the tourist area of Borobudur-Yogyakarta-
Prambanan in Indonesia. Progress in Disaster Science, 24, 100379.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pdisas.2024.100379

Roberts, J. M. (2009). Alliances, coalitions and partnerships: Building collaborative
organizations. New Society Publishers.

Roseland, M. (2000). Sustainable community development: integrating environmental,
economic, and social objectives. Progress in Planning, 54(2), 73-132.
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0305-9006(00)00003-9

Ryan, M. D. (2023). Debate and Decide: Innovative Participatory Governance in South
Australia 2010-2018. Australian Journal of Politics & History, 69(4), 667-686.
https://doi.org/10.1111/ajph.12843

Safaruddin, S., Ibrahim, M. A., Rusdi, M., & Hasniati, H. (2023). Unlocking Potential: The
Role of Transformational Leadership in Achieving Sustainable Development Goals
at the Village Level in Gowa Regency. International Journal of Multicultural and
Multireligious Understanding, 10(5), 431.
https://doi.org/10.18415/ijmmu.v10i5.4835

Journal of Contemporary Governance and Public Policy 37



Sierra, J., & Suarez-Collado, A. (2021). Understanding Economic, Social, and
Environmental Sustainability Challenges in the Global South. Sustainability, 13(13),
7201. https://doi.org/10.3390/su13137201

Sou, G. (2019). Household self-blame for disasters: responsibilisation and
(un)accountability in decentralised participatory risk governance. Disasters, 43(2),
289-310. https://doi.org/10.1111/disa.12319

Thomas, C. W,, & Koontz, T. M. (2011). Research Designs for Evaluating the Impact of
Community-Based Management on Natural Resource Conservation. Journal of
Natural Resources Policy Research, 3(2), 97-111.
https://doi.org/10.1080/19390459.2011.557877

Touchton, M., Wampler, B., & Peixoto, T. (2021). Of democratic governance and revenue:
Participatory institutions and tax generation in Brazil. Governance, 34(4), 1193-
1212. https://doi.org/10.1111/gove.12552

Walch, C. (2019). Adaptive governance in the developing world: disaster risk reduction
in the State of Odisha, India. Climate and Development, 11(3), 238-252.
https://doi.org/10.1080/17565529.2018.1442794

Weber, E. P. (2000). A New Vanguard for the Environment: Grass-Roots Ecosystem
Management as a New Environmental Movement. Society & Natural Resources,
13(3), 237-259. https://doi.org/10.1080/089419200279081

Winston, N. (2022). Sustainable community development: Integrating social and
environmental sustainability for sustainable housing and communities. Sustainable
Development, 30(1), 191-202. https://doi.org/10.1002/sd.2238

Yang, Z., & Solangi, Y. A. (2024). Analyzing the relationship between natural resource
management, environmental protection, and agricultural economics for sustainable
development in China. Journal of Cleaner Production, 450, 141862.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2024.141862

Zevallos, J. R. (2024). Decolonizing Knowledge and Academic Practices through
collaborative methodology: Reflections on Collaborative filmmaking with
Indigenous Students in the Peruvian Amazon. New Area Studies, 4(1).
https://doi.org/10.37975/NAS.58

38 Volume 6 Issue 1 April 2025



